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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cusnul  stive  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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SUBJECT  1  Combat  Operations  -  After  Aotlon  Report 


THRQi  Commanding  General 
Headquarters 
9th  Infantry  Division 
APO  U.S,  Forces  96370 


TO •  Commander 

United  States  Military  Assistance  Command  Vietnam 

ATTN 1  MACJ343 

APO  U,S.  Forces  96222 


1.  NAME  OF  OPERATION  1  OPERATION  TQAN  THaNG. 

2.  DATES  OF  OPERATION 1 

Phase  I  1  162050  thru  182030  1968 

Phase  Hi  270510  June  thru  051 500  July  1968 

3.  LOCATION!  LONG  AN  and  HAU  HGHIA  Provinces,  RVN,  Map  References  1 
1« 50,000,  sheet  Nr.  6229  I  thru  IV  and  6330  II  and  III. 

4.  COMMAND  AND  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS  1 
Headquarters  Mobile  Riverine  Force 

2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
Task  Force-  11.7 

5.  REPORTING  OFFICERS  1 

a.  Captain  B.  S.  Salzer,  Commodore  CTF  117. 

b.  Colonel  B.  a.  David,  CO,  2nd  Bde,  9th  Inf  Dlv. 

(Commanding  Officer  until  28  May  1966) 

o.  Colonel  Robert  E.  Archer,  CO,  2nd  Bde,  9th  Inf  Dlv, 

d.  LTC  William  F.  Lackman,  CO,  3-47th  Infantry. 

0.  LTC  Lawrence  E,  Bryan,  CO,  4-47 th  Infantry, 

f.  LTC  John  G.  Hill,  CO,  3-60th  Infantry, 

(Commanding  Officer  until  11  Juno  1968) 

g.  LTC  George  E.  Marine,  CO,  3-60th  Infantry, 

h.  LTC  W.  F.  Rawiinson,  CO,  3-34th  Artillery. 

6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION!  See  Inolosuro  #1. 

7.  SUPPORTING  FORCES! 

a,  U.S.  Navyt  Naval  support  throughout  the  operation  was  provid¬ 
ed  by  Task  Force  117.  Support  included  mutual  coordination  and  pre¬ 
paration  of  operational  plans  and  orttev  Administrative  and  logistical 
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requirements  wore  effectively  fulfilled'.  Operational  support  includodi 
escort .and. riverine  deployment  of  oombat  units,  employment  of  dlroot 
and  lrailrcct  Naval  fires,  Kmployment  of  riverine  survoy  and  under¬ 
water  demolition  teams*  Tactical  operations  included  employment  of 
assult  support  boats  in  eagle  float  tactics.  All  operational  support 
provided  assisted  the  Brigade  In  Its  response  to  Intelligence  targets, 
and  subsequently  to  defeat  the  cnomy, 

b. '  U.S.  Air  force i  The  7th' U.S,  Air  Foroc  supported  tactical 
operations,  employing  pro-planned  and  Immediate  alrstrlkes.  Principal 
targets  were  troops  lh  the  open-  beaching  sites,  larding  zones,  bunlc- 
•rs  and  other  fortified  flgr.’  peudons.  Alrstrlkes  wore  effec¬ 
tively  employed  and  no  significant  problems  wore  encountered} targets 
wore  properly  marked  and  Identified, 

c.  Army  aviatloni  Army  aviation  asse ts  were  provided  through 
9th  Infantry  Division,.  Maximum  utilization  was  made  of  air  oavalry 
units  when  the  enemy  evaded  ground  forces,  Hellcopteis  wore  employed 
extensively  In  aerial  reconnaissance,  people  sniffer  missions,  and 

to  satuate  the  AO  with  infantry  elements  in  search  of  the  enemy.  When 
contact  was  established,  light  fire  teams  and  assault  hollooptcr 
companies  contributed  decisively  toward  the  enemy's  destruction, 

d.  Artillery i  Artillery  fires,  employed  independently  or  with 
alrstrlkes  and  guhshlps,  were  effectively  employed  to  destroy  the 
enemy  and  block  his  withdrawal  from  areas  of  contact.  Response  to 
all  fire  missions  were  quick  and  efficient.  Artillery  fires  wore 
employed  extensively  to  suppress  hostile  fire  against  attacking 
forces  and  to  eliminate  sniper  activity. 

8.  INTELLIGENCE i 

a.  General,  Enemy  activity  In  Saigon  (during  Phase  I;  was  char¬ 
acterized  by  sporadic  contacts  In  the  eighth  precinct  (south  of  the 
D01  Caral)  and  In  the  3ixth  precinct  (west  of  the  PHU  THO  race  track). 
The  predominant  enemy  threat  to  the  Naval  assault  support  boats  was 
considered  to  be  along  the  CHO  GAO  Canal/SONG  TRa/SONG  VAM  CO,  which 
was  the  route  of  entry  to  the  AO.  Previously,  several  underwater 
mining  Incidents  occurred  along  the  CHO  GAO,  The  enemy's  presence 
along  the  waterways  continued,  and  his  activities  included  tax  col¬ 
lection  and  bunker  construction.  Within  the  AO,  the  enemy's  presence 
along  waterways  was  estimated  to  be  at  squad  level.  However,  VC  and 
NVA  units  were  Infiltrating  and  exfiltratlng  SAIGOiv,  The  enemy  forces 
Included  an  artillery  regimental  command  post,  resupply  and  stagging 
personnel,  and  a  VC  Command  Headquarters. 

b.  The  enemy  forces  within  the  AO  during  Phase  II  of  the  oper¬ 
ation  consisted  of  VC/FVA  forces  massing  to  attack  SAIGON,  Consider¬ 
able  intelligence  reports  of  enemy  movement  and  activities  along 
established  LOCs  and  MSRs  Indicated  an  attack  against  SaIGON  was 
Imminent. 

9.  MISSIONi 

a,  Phase  Ii.  Mobile  Riverine  Force  and  elements  assigned  to  oper¬ 
ational  control  of  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  attack  at  IT- 
Hour,  17  May  1968,  to  locate,  fix  and  destroy  VC/NVA  MF  elements  in 
AO  SNaKEPIT,  Including  an  artillery  regimental  command  post,  resupply 
and  staging  areas  and  a  VC  oomrand  headquarters  in  zone, 

b.  Phase  IIi  Mobile  Riverine  Force  conducts  airmobile,  riverine, 
rcconnalssance-ln-foroe  operations  in  3EN  LUC,  THU  THUn,  Districts, 
LONG  AN  Province  and  DUC  HOa  District,  HaU  NGHIa  Province,  to  looatc 
fix  and  destroy  NVA/VC  elements  in  zone,  Co 1 no 1 dentally  interdlot 
cnomy  MSRr  and  LOCs, and  locate  enemy  supply  caches. 
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10.  CONCEPT  OP  OPERATION i 

a.  Phase  Ii  The  Brigade’s  eoncopt  of  operation  was  to  employ 
the  3-47th  Infantry  as  the  lead  elements  of  a  riverine  convoy  into 
the  AO.  The  3-4?th  Infantry  would  deploy  from  DONG  TAM  at  162300 
May  to  AO  AMAZON  and  move  along  the  RaCH  VANG  to  the  RACH  XOM  CAU 
to  XS 843660.  The  4-4?th  Infantry  would  follow  the  3**4?th  Infantry, 
but  move  to  AO  SAHARA  and  conduct  eagle  float  operations.  The  3-39th 
and  4<>39th  Infantry  Battalion  (-)j  OPOON  to  the  Brigade,  would  be 
employed  in  airmobile  assaults  to  exploit  oontaots  developed  by  the 
Brigade's  maneuver  battalions, 

b.  Phase  II «  The  scheme  of  maneuver  involved  employing  the  3-60lh 
Infantry  by  riverine  movement  to  AC  POHSXE  to  assault  RED  Beach  #1 
and  subsequently  attack  northwest  -n  zeno,  The  battalion  would  also 
bo  employed  in  airmbile  assaults  throughout  the  AO,  The  3-47th  Inf¬ 
antry  would  deploy  by  riverine  movement  to  assault  GREEN  Beaches 

and  subsequently  attack  northwest  in  zone.  Artillery  support  would 
be  provided  from  two  PSBs  established  in  the  vicinity  of  XS 605763  ann 
XS 575845. 

11.  EXECUTION! 

a.  Phase  Ii 

(1)  As  originally  conceived,  the  operation  commenced  In 
accordance  with  OPORD  45-68.  Commencing  162050  May,  the  3- 34th 
Artillery  and  river  assault  craft  deployed  to  establish  FSB  FAHEx  at 
XS8976I8  to  support  the  transit  and  employment  of  the  maneuver  bat¬ 
talions,  After  conducting  eagle  float  operations  along  the  NOT 
River,  the  3-47th  Infantry  beached  at  0755  hours,  1?  May,  in  the  vic¬ 
inity  of  XS87569I,  The  4-47th  Infantry  cached  15  minutes  later  at 
XS880690,  after  conducting  eagle  float  operations  along  the  BA  DANG 
River,  Throughout  the  day  B/7-lst  Air  Cavalry  made  aerial  reconnais¬ 
sance  of  the  AO,  and  support  ground  force  in  their  attacks, 

(a)  Initially,  th-  3-4?th  Infantry  employed  8  and  C 
Companies  to  sweep  south  after  beaching,  while  A  and  E  Companies  re¬ 
mained  embarked  prepared  to  reinforco  contacts  if  encountered.  During 
its  sweep  Company  B  apprehended  two  detainees,  »-At  090C  hours  E 
Company ,3-47th  Infantry  was  inserted  in  the  vicinity  of  XS861679,  and 
Company  A  inserted  later  at  0940  hours  in  the  vicinity  of  XS862678. 

It  was  during  its  beaching,  that  Company  A  engaged  one  VC  who  was 
hiding  in  nipa  palm  near  the  landing  site.  The  first  significant  con¬ 
tact  of  the  battalion  occurred  when  A/3-47th  Infantry  encountered  VC 
snipers  near  the  bcaah;  one  VC  was  killed  and  two  U.S,  WHA  resulted. 

As  the  sniper  engagement  continued,  it  intensified}  an  estimated 
platoon  size  enemy  force  was  employed  Jn  small  groups  to  engaged  the 
advancing  forces.  The  battalion  slowly  maneuvered  against  the  insur¬ 
gent  force.  Artillery,  airstrlkos  and  B/7-lst  Air  Cav  reinforced  the 
Infantry's  attaok.  As  of  1525  hours  the  engagement  continued.  Com¬ 
pany  A  3-4?th  Infantry  had  sustained  throe  U.S,  KHA  end  flvo  WHA, 
Company  B  had  one  WHA,  A  P0W  was  captured  with  his  AK-^7  and  chlcom 
revolver  by  Company  A  in  the  vicinity  of  XS863677,  The  enemy  broke 
contact ctljM)  hours,  and  the  3-47th  Infantry  searched  the  area  from 
which  it  was  engaged,  i7  VC  KIA  were  found  in  bunkers  along  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  XS 862675. 

(b)  The.4-4?th  Infantry  conducted  its  ^aglo  float  and 
beaching  operations  without  incident,  and  at  1300  hours  it  had  moved 
to  the  vicinity  of  XS867737.  Shortly  thereafter »it  made  contact  with 
small  groups  of  VC  snipers.  Company  B  received  throe  WHA  from  the 
initial  engagement  and.  five  VfHAs  later.  One  VC  tiger  soout  was  KHA 
whon  a  grenade  was  tosse,d  into  B  Company’s  position.  Company  E  sus¬ 
tained  three  WHA  while  moving  to  the  vicinity  of  XS8?l636.  The  con¬ 
tact  terminated  at  1600  hours  and  a  search  of  the  area  was  made, 
B/4-47th  Infantry  accounted  for  two  VC  KIAs,  and  three  additional  VC 
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KIAb  were  located  in  tho  vioinlty  of  XS8?1736. 

(o)  Tho  3-39th  Infantry  (-)  omployed  ij8  Company  A  in 
an  airmobile  assault, at  1030  hours  tc  the  vicinity  of  XS82063t  to 
exploit  a  contact  of  the  7-lst  Air  Cavalry,  Thirty  guorrillas  wort 
alloged  to  be  operating  in  tho  violnity  of  XS817629. 
antry  was  airlifted  to  the  vloinlcy  of  XS8i3632  to 

A's  maneuver.  Company  A  captured  throo  VC  and  throe  AK-47s,  and  xil- 
lod  five  VC  in  tho  vioinlty  of  XS815636.  At  15^5  hours  ***  ^?®£  * 
flro  diminished  to  spcradlo  sniper  fire,  and  terminated  at  1600  hours. 
The  two  companies  continued  its  movement  without  further  inoldcnt. 
Company  C  established  night  defensive  position  lr  the  vicinity  of 
XS631633. 

(d)  Tho  >U39th  Infantry  (-)  made  no  significant  engage¬ 
ments  during  the  day.  C/4-39th  was  airlifted  in  the 
of  tho  AO  to  an  LZ  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS89373?!  *?£" 

antry  remained  at  NBA.  BE  in  an-BBF  posture.  During  the  day  18  air- 
strikes  wore  employed  in  support  of  the  infantry  .trlVas 

VC  KIAb  were  contributed  to  the  total  killed  as  a  result  of  alrstrlkes. 
At  tho  end  of  the  day,  41  VC  were  KIA,  five  POW  “ unities8 

wore  captured,  and  107  bunkers  wore  destroyed.  Friendly  casualties 
were  five  U#St  KHAf  one  VN  KHA*  and  21*U»S»  ViHA* 

(2)  Tho  operation  continued  on  the  norning  ®f  18  May,  dftor 
tho  units'  night  resupply  kins  were  extracted.  The  3-47thand4-4?th 
Infantry  continued  eagle  float  operations,  as  £hc,3-39th  Infantry  (  ) 
searched  its  area  of  previous  contact.  Throughout  the  day 
was  limited  to  sporadic  engagements  of  B-40  rocket, , t. 
automatic  weapons  fire.  No  contact  could  be  established  with  &unlt 
sixe  force  1  the  enemy  continued  to  employ  his  iorces  In  m  11  ( 
tnreo  menlgroups, 

(a)  The  3-47th  Infantry  eagle  floated  southwest  along 
the  NUI  HIVEB  and  subseauently  beached  its  oiefflor.ts  at  ogSO^ours 
in  tho  vicinity  of  XS842657  to  search  she  area,  " 

»  ,»  tho 

SSSS  n|!  ’co.paW 

t£ 

tallon  continued  its  operation  until  late  in  the_cvemng. 
extracted  and  return  to  the  KRB, 

,i„TO  ti»  »  mL  S’»i wn7"a» 

•«■£»  SJBrSKf.S  V 

ViEVhf  .uppJtt  Of  ottlllcry,  tho  W9 

ed  the  enemy  fires.  The  battalion  embarked  ATCe  to  «°£g«g 
eagle  float  operation.  In  the  mftah-tlms  al rs trikes  ,  r  y  . 

ssssss. 

area.  Company  E  found  four  chicom  oaJb^n^!!, ^  °ud  2?VC  (fiveS-o 

oS0™  tTttol™,  ST  vSTf  roSX"  *S”  ~ KWf* 

the  two  companies  swept  the  area  and  reported  10  VC  5ZA  ,ana  sever  j. 
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lteaa  of  equipment  captured.  The  7-let  Air  Cav  aoeounted  for  ten 
additional  VC  KXAs  in  support  of  the  battalion's  oontaot.  The  air 
ear  troops  oontlnued  to  enlace  small  (roup  of  fleeing  VC,  and  bjr  1900 
hours  reported  nine  VC  KZAs,  The  battalion  (-)  baokloaded  on  ATCs 
and  returned  to  the  MSB. 

(o)  The  3-39th  Infantry  oonduotod  a  search  of  its  area 
of  previous  oontaot  employing  Company  C  In  the  vlolnlty  of  XS832tv3. 

At  0930  hours  Company  C  looated  12  VC  who  wore  previously  killed  by 
artillery  fire,  and  one  RPG-2  rooket  launeher  In  the  vicinity  of  XS03 
2633,  Company  C  oontlnued  reooxsnalssanee-ln-foroe  operations,  and  at 
1020  hours, looated  five  VC  XZA  previously  killed  by  atrstrikea  in  the 
vlolnlty  tof  XS 342634,  At  1340  hours  Company  A  oommenoed  airmobile 
operations  from  BACH  KIBN,  and  at  140G  hours  had  completed  iK  inser¬ 
tion  in  the  vlolnlty  of  XS838640,  The  only  oontaot  of  the  day,  oo- 
ourrod  at  1435  hours  when  Company  A  engaged  three  VC  with  weapons 
moving  west  from  the  vlolnlty  of  XS893662,  The  battalion  oontlnued 
Its  search  In  the  AO,  and  was  later  extracted  by  air  to  RACE  KIEN  at 
1755  hours.  The  3-39th  Infantry  was  released  from  0PC0N  of  the  2nd 
Brigade  at  1800  hours.  After  extraction  of  Its  night  kits,  the  4-39th 
Infantry  oonduotod  a  block  and  sweep  operation  In  the  northern  portion 
of  the  AO,  Company  C  was  extraoted  fron  Its  night  defensive  positions 
and  reinserted  In  the  vlolnlty  of  XS883752  at  0853  hours.  The  company 
established  an  east  to  west  blocking  position  oriented  to  the  north. 
Company  B  subsequently  made  an  airmobile  extraction  from  NBA  BE,  at 
0905  hours,  and  was  Inserted  In  the  vlolnlty  of  XS 879765,  B/4-39th 

Infantry  Initiated  reoomialssanoe-ln-foroe  operations  to  the  south 
and  west,  moving  towards  the  blocking  positions  established  by  <1  Oca*> 
pany.  The  battall  n  (-)  was  extracted  from  the  A0  and  returned  to 
NHA  BE  at  1730  ho*  i,  The  4-39th  Infantry  was  released  from  OPOON 
of  the  2nd  Brigade  at  1800  hours, 

(d)  Throughout  the  day,  assault  craft,  of  Hlvor  Division 
91  supports  4— 4?th  Infantry  1  ar.’  was  ambushed  while  beaching  the 

unit  at  1320  hours.  The  boats  encountered  B-4C  rooket  and  automatic 
v japon  fire  from  both  banks  of  the  JONH  LC»  Pourteer  Navy  men  and  one 
Infantry  man  wero  WHA,  although  the  enemy  fires  were  quickly  suppressed. 
In  a  later  engagement  the  river  assault  craft  reported  three  VC  KLA 
and  captured  one  AK-47,  Nine  alrstrlkes  were  employed  during  the  day 
resulting  In  24  VC  KLA  a>i<3  42  bunkers  destroyed, 

(3)  Results  of  the  two  day  operation  werei  five  U.S.  KHA, 
one  VN  Tiger  Sooat  SHA.  3?  U.S.  WHA,  and  six  U.S,  WNBA,  Enemy  losses 
consisted  of  126  VC  KIA,  five  POWs,  61  detainees  ,  one  5?mm  recoillcs 
rifle,  three  B-4o  rooket  launchers,  one  RPG-2  rooket  launoher,  ten 
AK-47*;8,  six  ohioom  carbines,  one  ,38  cal  pistol,  one  9mm  chi  com 
pistol,  11  B-40  rounds,  on*,  2PG-2  rounds,  500  AK-47  rounds  and  six 
AK-4?  magazines  captured.  In  addition,  180  bunkers  were  destroyed, 

b.  Phase  II 1 

(1)  On  27  June,  the  Mobile  Riverine  Foroo  Initiated  offensive 
operations  Ir.  support  of  Operation  T0AN  THANG  -  Phase  II.  The  oper¬ 
ation  began  at  0510  hours,  when  the  3-34th  Artillery  and  river  assstSb 
oraft  deployed  to  establish  FSB  WAGON  WHEEL  In  the  vicinity  of  XS90 
3687.  The  3-47th  Infantry  and  3-60th  Infantry  were  employed  into  the 
AO,  conduotlng  beaoh  assaultsp  after  which,  the  two  battalions  attack¬ 
ed  southwest  and  northeast  respectively,  employing  eagle  float  tenh- 
nlques.  The  3-4?th  Infantry  inlMally  employed  B  and  S  Companies 
In  boaoh  assaults  in  the  vlolnlty  of  XS866680  and  XS870681,  while 
Company  C  remained  afloat  as  the  battalion  RHP,  C/3-4 7th  Infantry 
subsequently  beached  at  XS861681  and  coanenood  to  sweep  through  tho 
groai  one  engagement  ooourred  at  0915  hours.  The  oompany  engaged  one 
VC  In  the  vi  lnlty  of  XS86768O1  upon  examining  tho  VC  KIA,  It  was 
assumed  that  he  was  an  of  floor.  Tho  VC  wore  a  helmet  and  £«'<)>' 
and  oarrled  a  9mm  plst  ,  Continuing  Its  sweep  operations  C/3-47th 
Infantry  observed  a  of  six  to  seven  Individuals  running  in  tho 

areai  tho  group  was  ares so*  In  grson  uniforms.  Artillery  was  employed 
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against  the  group, which  was  evading  tho  oompany’a  advance i  results 
of  the  engagement  wore  undetermined.  Continuing  i"0 

company  moved  to  a  PZ  located  In  tho  vicinity  of  XS3568,  whore  it 
found  a  ohloom  handweapon  (pistol).  Tho  battalion  employed  Company 
C  In  an  airmobile  assault  at  1352  hours  to  exploit  Intelligence  re¬ 
ports  of  enemy  activity  In  the  vlolnlty  of  XE84o645.  A  search  of 
that  area  revealed  only  booby  traps  and  .1 o  ovldcnoc  of  rooent  enemy 
activity,  The  3-47th  Infantry  continued  Its  employment  of  B  and  B 
Companies  In  eagle  float  and  rcoonnalseanco-ln-foroe  operations  until 
1830  hoursi  at  whloh  tlmo.lt  established  night  defensive  positions 
and  employed  ambush  patrols. 

During  the  day,  the  3-60th  Infantry  wa6  employed  conduct¬ 
ing  eagle  float  arrt  airmobile  operations,  Tho  battalion  conducted 
eagle  float  operations  from  XS895758  to  XS887030,  and  reconnod  *n 
force  without  any  significant  engagements.  At  1100  hours  E/3-bOtn 
Infantry  war  employed  In  an  airmobile  assault  to  exploit  an  Intell¬ 
igence  target  in  tho  vicinity  of  X3925740.  Subsequently  C/3-60th 
Infantry  was  also  cmrlo'"!  by  airmobile  assault  to  the  vicinity  of 
XS903710.  The  battalion  continued  Its  operation  without  Incident 
•until  1815  houist  at  which  time  it  established  night  defensive  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  vicinity  of  XS873728,  XS883730  and  XS913702.  Throughout 
the  day,  D/3-5th  Gbv  provided  atrial  reoonnalssancc  and  gunshlps 
support  to  the  maneuver  battalions.  Another  VC  KIA  was  Itillod 
by  the  air  car  troop. when  It  engaged  a  small  group  fleeing  In  the 
vicinity  of  XS854692I  one  9mm  pistol  was  captured,  after  the  engagement, 
PSYOPS  activities  were  conducted  in  conjunction  with  People  Sniffer 
missions  flown  during  the  day.  Five  airs  trikes  wore  also  ^mPloyc 
in  support  of  the  day’s  operation!  twelve  bunkers  were  destroyed. 

(2)  After  a  quiet  and  uneventful  night,  the  MRF  continued 
operations  at  damn  oa  28  June,  At  0340  hours, the  3-4?th  Infantry 
embarked  AT Cs  In  the  vicinity  of  its  night  defensive  locating and 
deployed  to  conduct  beach  assaults,  E/3-4?th  Infantry  beached  at 
XS708625  and  commenced  its  sweep  operations.  B/3-4?th  Infantry  de¬ 
ployed  to  establish  a  PZ  In  the  vicinity  of  FSB  XUM.  The  company 
beached  at  XS699599  anl  prepared  for  airmobile  operations.  c{3-i+7th 
Infantry  beached  In  the  vicinity  of  *3683585  and  a^ckcano^hwcst. 
•At  1025  hours,  3/3-47th  Infantry  was  airlifted  to  and  attack* 

ed  southwest.  In  the  mcantimo,  the  3-60th  Infantry  had  embarked  ATCs 
and  mado  beach  assaults  employing  Company  B  at  XS68966I,  and  Company 
A  at  XS652661,  C/3- 00th  Infantry  was  airlifted  from  XS913702  to  an 

LZ  located  at  XS645636.  Throughout  the  day* both  Infantry  battalions 
were  employed  In  extensive  airmobile  and  riverine  roles.  Mul  lPl® 
insertions  were  made  to  seek  out  the  enemy.  'People  Sniffer  missions 
conducted  throughout  the  AO  indicated  high  readings  of  human  activity 
in  the  areas  of  XS712620,  XS?l8654,  XS 710643  and  XS 722650  oarxlor  In 
the  day.  However,  both  tho  ground  forces  and  D/3-5th  Alr  Cav  were 
unable  to  locate  and  engage  the  enemy.  Tho_ 3-47^n  Infantry  contin¬ 
ued  Its  operations  until  1820  hours,  and  estaollshed  night  defensive 
positions  at  XS700618,  XS688598  and  XS694618,  The  3-6oth  Infantry 
established  night  defensive  positions  In  the  vicinity  of  x^56659, 
XS734566,  XS650623  and  XS669637.  Throughout  the  day,  the  3-34th 
Artillery  supported  the  ground  forces  from  FSB  XUMa  located  at  XS70 
2606,  D/3-5th  Air  Cav  continued  Its  support  conducting  aerial  recon¬ 

naissance  and  providing  light  fire  teams,,  Two  airstrlkes  were  om- 
ployed  resulting  In  five  bunkers  destroyed  and  ten  structures  damaged, 

(3)  At  0625  hours  tho  operation  oontlnucd  with  the  3-47th 
Infantry  moving  to  FSB  XUMA  m  the  vlolnlty  of  XS702606  for  ex traction. 
At  0715  hours,  the  battalion  (-)  backloadca  ATC  and  returned  to  the 
MRB  without  Incident,  The  3-6oth  Infantry  employed  C  and  E  Companies 
K  an  aSbllc  assailt  to  the  vicinity  of  XS&97598,  where  they  back¬ 
loaded  ATCs  at  0825  hours  and  returned  to  the  MRB.  A  and  B  Company  s 
backloaded  ATCs  lr  the  vicinity  of  their  night  defensive  position 
at  0748  hours  and  0905  hours  respectively,  and  returned  to  the  MRB. 
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Tho  3-34th  Artillery  (-)  departed  P8ff  XIHA,  and  moved  to  XS8986l5i  the 
battalion  (-)  was  LRF  at  1600  hours, 

(4)  Operations  continued  on  30  Juno  with  the  MRF  implementing 
Frag  order  #4  to  OPOHD  55-68,  The  3-34th  Artillery  (~)  departed  the 
MRB  area  at  0400  hours  to  establish  FSB  CHEXENE  in  tho  vicinity  of 
XS6276,  Tho  battalion  arrived  at  0915  hours  and  was  LRF  at  1000  hours, 
A/3-34th  Artillery  deployed  from  Dong  Tam  and  Joined  the  battalion  at 
FSB  CHEXENE,  The  3-4?th  Infantry  and  3-60th  Infantry  were  employed 

In  boach  assaultei  aftcrwhloh,  both  battalions  wore  employed  in  sub¬ 
sequent  airmobile  and  riverine  Inscrtlons.AtApproximatcly  0430  hours 
the  3-47th  Infantry  and  3-6Cth  Infantry  embarked  ATCs  aid  proceeded 
up  the  SONG  VAM  CO  DONG  to  the  A0  commonly  tltlod  tho  "Eagle's  Beak*. 
B/3-6oth  Infantry  beached, and  established  PZ  SAIL!  (XS586799)  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  an  airmobile  assault  to  vicinity  of  XS588835,  A/3-60th  Inf¬ 

antry  beached  at  BED  Boach  #1  In  the  vicinity  of  XS6I2760,  a«i  Company 
E  was  Inserted  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS 575794.  In  the  meantime,  the 
3-47th  Infantry  had  beached  on  GHEEN  Beaches  In  the  vicinity  of  XS57 
78,  and  was  reconning-ln-force^  northeast  in  zone,  Tho  3-47th  Infantry 
encountered  no  significant  contacts  during  the  day?  however,  at  1530 
hours  Company  A  sustained  two  U.S,  KHA  and  two  WHA  from  a  105mm  round 
booby  trap  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS592786,  B/3-60th  Infantry  was  air¬ 

lifted  to  vicinity  ol  XS588835  at  1115  hours,  landing  without  Incident, 
Shortly  thereafter,  one  of  the  airlift  helicopters  was  engaged  and 
downed  by  hostile  fire  m  the  vicinity  of  XS5258l7t  no  casualties  re¬ 
sulted  and  the  helicopter  was  later  extracted,  C/3-6oth  Infantry 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  from  XS6l2?60  to  vicinity  of  XS517825 
at  1316  hours.  The  battalion  made  a  scries  of  airmobile  Insertions 
throughout  the  day  without  Incident  until  1800  hours.  As  A/3-60th  Inf 
last  airlift  was  departing  a  PZ  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS 543821,  It  re¬ 
ceived  sporadic  small  arms  fire  resulting  In  one  U.S,  WHA,  E/3-S0th 
Infantry  found  one  case  of  U.S,  grenades  in  the  vicinity  of  XS542827. 
The  Infantry  battalions  subsequently  established  nigh;  'effusive  pos¬ 
itions  and  employed  ambush  patrols.  The  3-47th  Infantr.  /-as  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  XS592790,  XS593789,  and  XS585793.  Tlr-  3~6oth  Inf¬ 
antry  was  located  in  the  vicinity  of  XS559832,  XS553891  and  XS5>  '812, 

(5)  Operations  continued  on  1  July,  with  the  3-60ch  Infantr-; 
commencing  eagle  float  operations.  Moving  north  from  its  night  dofenrjre 
positions  to  the  vicinity  of  XS5479J3  without  any  signifies.. -t  oontae- 
or  engagements.  Several  booby  traps  wev„  destroyed  during  the  hat- 
tallon's  recon-in-force  operation.  The  .  60th  Infantry  (-)  was  ex¬ 
tracted  In  the  vicinity  of  XS547913  at  I0I5  hours, and  returned  to  tho 
MBB  at  2350  hours.  The  3-47th  Infantry  attacked  northoast  from  its 
night  defensive  positions.  At  0116  hours,  Company  C- received  small 
arms  and  M-79  fire  resulting  In  four  U.S,  WHA.  The  remainder  of  the 
day  was  spent  exploiting  intelligence  targets  using  airmobile  and 
riverine  imatlm  with  no  significant  contact?  however,  at  0832  ht>Ut* 
vicinity  of  XS 594789, Company  C  had  one  U.S,  KHA  from  a  105mm  round, 
booby  trap.  At  1020  hours.  In  the  vicinity  of  XS60078 5  Company  C  sus¬ 
tained  one  U.S,  WHA  from  a  booby  trap,  C  (-)  and  E  Company  backloadod 
ATCs, at  1900  hours, In  the  vicinity  of  XS6276  and  returned  to  the  MBB, 
The  remainder  of  the  battalion  embarked  ATCs  from  the  vicinity  of 
XS899622  and  XS906657,  and  returned  to  the  MRB. 

(6)  The  MRF  concluded  the  five  day  operation  at  2305  hours 
when  the  3- 34th  Artillery  deployed  from  FSB  CHEXENNE  to  the  vicinity 
of  XS503753.  As  a  result  of  the  operation,  NVA/VC  infiltration  act¬ 
ivities  were  evidently  reduced.  The  absence  of  enemy  contact,  and 
enemy  losses  though  small  (four  VC  KIA,  five  weapons  and  assorted 
munitions)  were  indications  of  the  enemy's  desire  to  evade  friendly 
forces.  During  the  operation  three  U.S,  KHA  and  eight  WHA  resulted, 

(?)  On  2  July  the  Brigade  deployed  the  3-60th  Infantry  to 
DING  TU0NG  Province  to  become  0PC0N  to  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  The  VoOth  Infantry  was  subsequently  employed  to  secure 
FSBs  established  in  tho  vicinity  of  Hou  a  #4,  loo  deployment  was 


dOA/F$£//77/JL 


cotf&beAjwAi; 

AVDE-47MP.-A 

SUBJECT,  Cor  bat  Operation*  -  After  Aetlon  Report 

initiated  at  1455  hours  when  A/3-6oth  Infantry  deployed  from  the  KRfi 
to  a  PZ  in  the  vicinity  of  XS097615.  The  oompariy  was  thou  airlifted 
to  PSB  MOORE  in  the  ylolnlty  of  X82650,  'Tho  remainder  of  the  battal¬ 
ion  deployed  tc  the  PZ,  and  was  airlifted  to  the  IA0H  where  It  was 
®®£loyod  on  multiple  LZa.  B/3-60th  Infantry  was  alrllftod  to  F8B 
MOHAWK  m  the  vicinity  0f  XS2450,  Company  C  to  the  vloinlty  of  XS4o49, 
and  Company  E  to  PSB  LAMBERT  in  the. vloinlty  of  XS3249,  The  battalion 
v-is  passed  OPCOH  to  the  3rd  Brigade  at  1830  hours.  The  3-4?th  Inf- 
aitry  remained  at  the  MRB  and  employed  B  Company  In  defense  of  the 
MRb  and  PSb,  The  2/E/3-4?th  Infantry  continued  Its  task  af  socorlng 
*  tanker  (truck)  in  the  vloinlty  or  XS641767.  The  platoon  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  1  -Vay  to  secure  the  tanker  which  fell  through  a  bridgo  on 
June.  The  3-47th  Infantry  oontlnuod  Its  preparation  for  operations, 
and  on  4  June  commenced  rooonnalssanoo  In  foroo  operations  in  GO  CONG 
Province 


. ,  \8)  The  Mobile  Riverine  Force  oontlnuod  offensive  operations 

cr.  '  July,  implementing  OP  FRAG  i  to  0P0RD  56-68,  The  objective  of 
tnc  oporatjon  was  to  oonduot  riverine  and  roconnalssanoc  In  foroo 
operations  to  looatc  and  destroy  the  514th  VC  Battalion  and  other 
enemy  elemonts  In  HOA  LOC,  HOA,  DONG,  CHAU  THANH  Dlstriots,  GO  CONG 
Province.  The  operation  was  initiated  in  coniunotion  with  tho  MRFs 
subsequent  redeployment  to  DONG  Tam.  At  0415  hours,  tho  3.34th 
Artillery  and  its  osoorting  river  assault  oraft  doployod  to  establish 
F3f  i.-iVEBICH  in  .the  vicinity  of  XS825538,  The  battelion  arrived  at 
0600  houro  and  was  LHF  at  0645  hours.  Concurrent  with  the  artillery 
battaKon’s  departure,  the  3-47th  Infantry  (-)  proceeded  to  tho  AO 
to  oinplev  its  elements  in  beach  assaults j  aftorwhlch,  the  battalion 
would  attach-  :r:“  and  oast  lr.  zone.  A/3-47th  Infantry  beached  In 
tho  vloinlty  of  XSo07502  at  0800  hours.  B/3-4?th  Infantry  beached 
shortly  thereafter,  in  the  vicinity  of  XS814505.  Both  companies  moved 
south  and  southeast  while  roconnlt^  in  force.  E/3*.4?th  Infantry  in¬ 
itially  remained  embarked  as  tho  RRF,  and  at  1100  hours  the  company 
beach  in  the  vicinity  of  XS780519  art!  moved  south  in  zone,  The  bat¬ 
talion  continued  its  operation  without  Incident,  destroying  bunkors 
P*llolnS  UP  the  areas  containing  enemy  equipment  and  supplies, 
B/3-47th  Infantry  apprehended  three  detainees  with  weapons  and  found 
two  additional weapons,  Tho  detainees  wore  later  determined  to  bo  VCs. 
Another  VC  was  captured  by  Company  E.  The  battalion  oontlnued  Its 
operation  until  1840  hours,  at  which  time  It  established  night  defen¬ 
se0  positions  employing  Company  A  in  the  vicinity  rf  X3 797490,  Com- 
8  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS 783523  and  Company  E  in  the  vicinity  of 
xs 797452.  D/3-5th  Air  Cavalry  provided  aerial  reconnaissance  and  gun- 

ship  support  throughout  the  day.  Neither  the  air  oav  troop  or  the 
battalion  encountered  any  engagement  during  the  operation, 

(9)  On, 5  July,  the  KRF  continued  the  operation  with  the  3-4 7th 
Infantry  embarking  A^Cs  In  the  vicinity  of  Its  night  defensive  posi¬ 
tions  and  deploying  to  Dong  Tam,  The  battalion  completed  the  transit 
moving  through  the  CHO  GAO  canal,  and  arrived  at  1500  hours.  The  3-34th 
departed  FSB  MAVERICK  at  0945  hours  and  transited  tho  CHO 
GAO  Canal  to  Dong  Tam.  The  MRF  departed  the  SOI  HAP  Anchorage  at 
0630  hour?  end  deployed  by  way  of  tho  South  China  Sea  and  MX  THO 
Hlver  to  Dong  Tam;  the  transit  was  completed  at  1435  hours.  The  3.60'd- 
was  released  from  QPOOX’  of  nwj  ^rA-Brig^dm  Vo  Ahe  KRs  at 

1702  hours, 

12,  RESULTS, 


a.  Phase  I« 

(1)  Enemy  personnel  casualties 

Period  162050  thru  182030  May 
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(2) 

Friendly  personnel  casualties: . 

KBA 

WBA 

WNHA 

Period  162050  thru  182030  May 

6 

37 

6 

Phase  lit 

(1) 

Enemy  personnel  casualties  1 

KIA 

POW 

DET 

Period  270510  Jun  thru  01235C  Jul 

4 

0 

25 

Period  040415  thru  051500  Jul 

0 

4 

4 

Total  enemy  casualties! 

■7 r 

T* 

W 

Friendly  personnel  casualties  1 

KHa 

WHA 

WNHa 

Period  270510  Jun  thru  0l23‘0  Jul 

3 

3 

4 

Period  040415  thru  051500  Jul 

0 

0 

0 

Total  friendly  casualties » 

T 

TT 

*T“ 

13,  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS  I  Nono 

14,  SPECIAL  TECHNIQUES!  One  new  technique  which  was  employed  success¬ 
fully  was  the  JITTERBUG,  The  JITTERBUG  Concept  Is  a  four-step  proced¬ 
ure  used  fc*.  Jsecate, ;fix,  develop  and  finally  destroy  an  enemy  target. 
With  absolutely  no  pre-reconnaissance,  the  Commandand  &  Control  (C  &  C) 
aircraft  of  the  maneuver  element  and  an  LFT  enter  an  AO,  Working  ae  a 
team,  they  attempt  to  confirm  Intelligence  ta.-^et  locations  or  locate 
now  targets.  When  a  target  Is  located,  five  of  the  troop-lift  air¬ 
craft  (already  loaded  and  airborne)  are  Inserted  to  engage  the  target. 
If  contact  Is  made  or  enemy  movement  out  of  the  area  Is  detooted,  a 
second  set  of  five  lift  ships  Is  Inserted  to  block  enemy  evasion  tact¬ 
ics.  As  the  situation  develops,  additional  troop  lifts  of  five  or  ten 
aircraft  are  inserted.  By  not  committing  the  airmobile  maneuver  elem¬ 
ents  until  a  definite  target  has  been  located,  troop  strength  is  con¬ 
served  and  the  flexibility  to  react  to  any  enemy  move  Is  retained. 

15,  COMMANDER  ANALYSIS  1  Throughout  both  phases  of  Operation  TQAN 
THANG,  the  presence  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  reduced  the  facility 
with  which  NVAAC  elements  could  lnfiltsmte  and  exfiltrate  the  Capita] 
Military  District  of  Saigon,  The  Brigade’s  ability  to  move  anywhere, 
aboard  TF  ll?  shins,  Itself  represents  a  continuing  deterrent  to  en¬ 
emy  Initiatives  against  cities  and  Installations,  The  enemy  must  r.l« 
ways  consider  the  fact  that  the  MRF  has  the  capability  to  operate 
against  his  base  areas,  his  routes  of  communications  and  his  units 
whenever  they  may  mass  to  launch  attacks.  The  two  phase  operation 
stressed  the  significants  of  employing  airmobile  and  riverine  assets, 
Tactlos  during  both  phases  of  the  operation  substantiated  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  riverine  and  airmobile  means  represent  logical  complements 
to  one  another.  Assault  helicopter  companies  were  employed  extensive! 
to  enhance  the  mobility  of  the  Brigade,  such  that  Infantry  elements 
wore  Inserted  as  required  within  the  AOs  to  locate,  fix,  and  destroy 
the  enemy.  Airmobile  assets  are  a  must,  and  their  availability  and 
utilization  can  vastly  influence  the  course  of  a  tactical  situation. 
Employment  of  air  cavalry  troops  ' n  support  of  Brigade  operations  has 
had  prudominunt  Influence  in  obtaining  the  desired  tactical  flexibill’ 
during  engagements.  In  addition,  the  organic  firepower  of  the  air 
cavalry  troops  contributed  toward  destroying  the  enimy. 
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1.  0K> HD  45-68  (Period  162050  thru  182030  May) 

HErtDQUAHTSHS ,  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 

a,  3-47th  Infantry  Battalion 

b,  4-47th  Infantry  Battalion  (-) 

0.  3-34th  Artillery  Battalion 

d.  3-39th  Infantry  Battalion  (-)  OPCOH 

c,  4-39th  Infantry  Battalion  (-',  OPCON 

f,  B/?-lsc  Air  Cavalry 

g.  Assault  Helicopter  Company 

2.  OPOBD  55-66  (Period  270510  Jun  th»*u  C12350  Jul) 

HEaOQUARTjSRS ,  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 

a.  3-4?th  Infantry  Battalion 

b.  3-60th  Infantry  Battalion 

c.  3-34th  Artillery  Battalion  (-)  DS 

d.  D/3-5th  All  Cavalry 

c.  Assault  Helicopter  Company 

3.  Frag  Order  1  to  OPOBD  f6-68  (Period  040415  thru  051500  Jul) 
HEiiDQUaHTEHf ,  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 

a.  3-47th  Infantry  Battalion 

b.  3-34th  Artillery  Battalion  (-) 

c.  D/3-5th  Air  cavalry 
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1-  REPORT  TITLE 

Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  TOAN  THANG,  ?d  Brigade,  9fh  Infantry  Div  (U) 


4.  o«»c»i»Tivc  moth  (Ttp*  •tnpurt  m vt  i mthnin  4mt—)  Phase  I  16-18  May  68 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations.  Phase  II  27  Jun-5  Jul  68 
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